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Membership for 2017  
 
This year JATL secured 320 members in total - 125 were returning members, and 168 were new to JATL. 
Although membership was lower compared to last year, this was expected by the JATL Exec, and I credit the 
dedication of this year’s JATL Exec who worked hard to ensure a successful year.  
 
A significant number of attendees at ticketed events bought membership with their ticket and joined JATL this 
way, instead of buying membership outright, or at Market Day. Specifically:  
 

• Fundraising GALA – 52 memberships   
• Beyond Eagle Street Drinks – 23 memberships  
• Wigs at the Bar – 14 memberships  
• Law Beyond the Borders – 11 memberships  
• Speed Networking – 7 memberships  
• Annual Professional – 2 memberships  

 
Attendance for 2017  
 
Again, it was expected that a smaller incoming cohort (both this year, and in the coming years) could pose 
difficulties. However, JATL has done well to maintain attendance levels for its major events, and the ratio of 
students to professionals has been strong:  
 
 

Event 
 

Student Numbers 
 

Professional Numbers 
GALA  103 82 
Beyond Eagle Street Drinks  69 33 

Annual Professional Breakfast 47 10 

Wigs at the Bar  40 22 
Law Beyond the Borders 58 16 

Speed Networking 24 9 

Welcome Dinner 90 N/A (student event) 

Trivia Night  50 N/A (student event) 

 
A wide range of professionals attended from the government, judicial, private, and corporate sector. For 
example, a number of professionals from Freehills and Allens attended this year’s GALA, as well as Maurice 
Blackburn (who kindly sponsored the event). A significant number of Associates and Judges were also 
present at the GALA, in part due to this year’s choice of Judge Rangiah as our keynote speaker.  
 
There was a broader mix of small and mid-tier professionals at Beyond Eagle Street Drinks, suggesting that 
representatives of these firms are keen for exposure and to meet students considering alternate pathways 
outside of ‘Eagle Street’. Naturally, the great majority of professionals at Wigs at the Bar were barristers, 
which is (and should continue to be) a significant drawcard for students interested in this event.   
 
JATL has also continued to build strong relationships with Community Legal Centres, in particular through 
fundraising for RAILS through the GALA, through our CLC Forum, and at our Speed Networking event. 
CLC dialogue will continue to be an important long-term relationship for JATL.  



Suggestions for the future  
 
Increasing Membership/Attendance 
	
Bringing some events forward may help to get JATL’s name out at the beginning of the year and maximise 
exposure to incoming cohorts. For example, the trivia event this year was well-received, especially due to its 
partnership with UQLS/PALS, and may be a good way to build rapport with students who have not heard of 
JATL. On the other hand, the timing of some events may need to be adjusted. In particular, feedback on the 
Annual Professional Breakfast this year suggested it was held too late in the semester, and too early in the day.   

 
Further, JATL currently draws attendance almost exclusively from UQ students. Moving forward, JATL 
could (and should) aim to partner with other university law societies on one or two key events in order to 
increase exposure and student attendance. However, this recommendation is made bearing in mind JATL’s 
goal as a society that brings awareness to social justice issues. Ultimately, any partnerships would need to 
contribute to this essential goal.  
 
Evidently, JATL’s current portfolio of events also do significant legwork when it comes to improving 
membership levels. Going forward, the 2018 Exec should ensure any new events are novel and fill in a gap 
not already offered by JATL/ another student society, and that events avoid as much overlap as possible. 
 
Industries to Target  
 
BESD and GALA are both attendance-strong events, and they draw a wider variety of legal professionals. 
Notably, we have had repeated interest from small firms looking to source talent and build a relationship with 
UQ law cohorts. Based on this year, potential industries to focus on include: criminal law, insolvency/debt 
law, family law, wills and estates, and in general small firms.  
 
Recording of Data  
 
An eventual transition to only buying membership online would be great to ensure there is an electronic 
record of each sale on Stripe. This will likely have to be phased in over the coming years rather than 
immediately, as a significant portion of sales still occur by cash.  
 
The 2018 Exec may also wish to consider imposing deadlines for ticket sales, even if it is merely a deterrent 
factor so that people know to buy tickets before they attend. Events are run more smoothly, and it ensures 
everything is processed online through our website.  
 
Finally, JATL’s website membership form should be amended so that it is mandatory to note whether the 
person is a new member or returning, so that this data can be accurately tracked across years.  
 
Final Thoughts  
 
I am exceedingly grateful for the 2017 JATL Exec, who have worked incredibly hard to bring to life JATL’s 
mission. It has been humbling to work with such a tight-knit, cohesive, and collegial executive. In particular, I 
am grateful for Madi, Chloe, and Julius - their support, dedication, and unique perspectives will be missed. 
 
I wish the incoming executive all the best, and am excited to see the direction they lead JATL in.  
 
Jasmine Tiong  
 
24 October 2017 


